
On December 7, nearly 250 Lowndes students 
came together to help almost 70 different 
families in ways that would make their 
Christmas season a special one. These children 
all came from different schools, backgrounds, 
etc. 

?It was a great opportunity to get to know kids 
from different backgrounds and to be able to 
make them happy? Elisa Gnoss, Sophomore.

All the students arrived at school at 8:30 in the 
morning where they were then assigned a 
buddy. From there the groups of students and 
their buddies got to know each other while 
they ate breakfast and made ornaments. After 
the ornaments were made, everyone packed 
up and piled onto buses to drive to Walmart 
where the students and their buddies were 
able to roam free to find the perfect gifts. Each 

group raised 100$ for their buddy to spend on 
not only themselves but their family members 
as well. 50-60$ was to be spent on themselves, 
leaving 40-50$ on their family members. Once 
back at the school, the students helped their 
buddies wrap their gifts and they said their 
goodbyes.

?I thought it was an absolutely amazing 
experience and I greatly enjoyed spending time 
with my buddy? Wayne Lockhart, Sophomore

Even though this program may not seem like 
much, the smiles on the buddies faces were 
basically radiating happy energy off of them. 
Being able to see how happy they got when 
they were able to pick out gifts for themselves 
and their family was a humbling experience 

many people need to have.

 Shop Wit h A Vik ing
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Meet  Madam  Speaker  
Abi Ashley, Edit or  in Chief  

On the annual Georgia Youth Assembly trip to the 
GA Capital, Madison Tomberlin, junior, was given a 
tremendous honor of being named the 76th 
Speaker of the House for GA Youth Assembly. 

?GA Youth Assembly is just a mock legislative and 
judicial program where before you go in you can 
write a bill based on anything whether that be 
abortion based or gun based, and then you?re in 
the House with the Senate and you debate with 
your peers on these different bills. It teaches you 
civic education,? said Tomberlin

Along with being named Speaker of the House,  
She is also involved in several different clubs at 
school. She is involved in Y-Club, 2021 Class 
Cabinet, BETA Club, Anchor Club, an honor 
member of NEHS (National English Honor Society), 
and several others. She is also a Varsity Football 
Cheerleader, and has been a cheerleader at LHS 
since freshman year.

?My favorite involvement has probably been 
Y-Club or Lowndes Youth Leadership, just because 
it?s different than anything else, it?s really 
immersive, you just go and jump right in and 
debate on all these bills and you talk with these 
people from all around the state who you?ve never 
met before about different topics. It?s really 
interesting because you?re meeting the future of 
Georgia basically,? said Tomberlin. 

Tomberlin is also ranked number seven in the 
2021 class and hopes to remain in the top 10 when 
she graduates. When she leaves LHS she plans on 
furthering her education at the University of 

Georgia for a Law degree, in hopes of becoming 
District Attorney for Chatham County. 

Tomberlin works so hard and strives to be the best 
person she can. Her reason being her mom. 

?My mom went back to nursing school after my 
parents divorced, she was a single mom and she 
worked really hard to get her nursing degree,? said 
Tomberlin. 
Tomberlin is extremely proud of her new position 
as Speaker of the House, as she should be, it is a 
great accomplishment and it is something she has 
been really reaching for. 

?My personal opinion, I like the House more than 
the Senate in terms of legislative stuff like that just 
because it?s bigger and allows more people, and 
second of all because I?ve always been really 
interested in politics because people are so 
different and diverse in their opinions. Somebody 
can believe in one thing and someone else can 
believe the opposite, it?s just interesting hearing 
the debate. That?s what inspired me to have a 
leadership position,? said Tomberlin. 

As Speaker of the House Tomberlin will go to 
Washington D.C. for a leadership conference, and 
Impact, which a second leadership conference. 
She also has a choice of going to the Republic 
National Convention or the Democratic National 
Convention. 

Tomberlin is a brilliant and talented young woman 
and everyone is so excited to see just how big of a 
difference she is gonna make in the world. 



NEHS Gives Back
Dest iny Por t er , St af f  Wr it er

The holiday season is a great time to reflect and 
give back, especially to the community. This year, 
several Lowndes High School clubs have dedicated 
their time toward helping out in the community. 
On Nov. 26, 2019, Lowndes? 
National English Honor Society 
traveled to the new Valdosta High 
School to participate in Second 
Harvest Food Bank?s annual 
Thanksgiving for Thousands 
event. 

Thanksgiving for Thousands 
feeds hundreds of families every 
year, and this year approximately 
500,000 pounds of food were 
donated. During this event, 
Second Harvest staff, with the 
help of volunteers, filled several 
bags and boxes with food. The 
boxes included, but were not 
limited to, items such as rice, beans, greens, bread, 
and meat products. The families were allowed one 
of each box per household, however some cars 
picked up for several households. 

?Thank you so much, God bless y'all,? said one 
grateful recipient.

Mrs. Lori Bennett, who arranged NEHS? 
participation in this event, has been volunteering 
at Thanksgiving for Thousands for the past six 
years, and expects to return in the coming years.

?We try to go and help with Second 
Harvest, the food bank in town, with 
their Day of Caring that they do in the 
spring, and then I found out about the 
Thanksgiving for Thousands, and it?s 
just a great opportunity for the kids to 
give back. It gives you an opportunity 
to see how truly blessed we all are, and 
gives a chance to help others, and 
that?s the main part of any 
organization, giving back to the 
community,? said Bennett.

Several students were very eager to 
get involved with the cause.

?I thought that this would be an amazing 
opportunity to give back to the community,? said 
Alexis Herring, Lowndes senior, on why she 
decided to participate. 

In all, Thanksgiving for Thousands was a success, 
and made sure families were ready for the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

On November 21st Lowndes high had their yearly 
powder puff game, where the ladies get to 
experience football while the audience cheered the 
girls on and supported them. The first game was 
freshmen against the seniors. The seniors had a 
challenge against the freshman, but won the game 
18 - 12 and moved onto the next round. Next was 
the sophomores vs. the juniors. The juniors won 
the game by a blowout with a score of 14-0 and 
went on to go againts the seniors. The final game 
was juniors and seniors and the seniors won the 
game. Inbetween each game, the guys acted as 

cheerleaders and put on a lot of entertainment 
and laughter for the audience and the lady players.

 Powder  Puf f    
Paul Massar i, St af f  Wr it er



Early Friday afternoon on Dec. 6, 2019, the 
Lowndes High School Viking Ambassadors 
Students went to the cafeteria to decorate for the 
13th annual Shop With A Viking. 

The Viking Ambassadors are a community service 
leadership club that is sponsored by Alma 
Cardenas Mohn and Zaria Quiles, both are Spanish 
teachers at LHS. Viking Ambassadors also partner 
with Chick-fil-a.

The Viking Ambassadors were tasked with 
decorating the cafeteria for Christmas , as well as 
for Shop With A Viking the following day. The Viking 
Ambassadors were specifically asked to decorate a 
Christmas tree full of ornaments that club 
members had donated for the special day.   

?Friday we decorated Christmas trees and we 

decorated the cafeteria. A lot of the Viking 
Ambassadors students donated ornaments and 
Christmas supplies. A lot was supplies that others 
didn?t need, but we were very gracious to have,? 
said Cardenas.

As Viking Ambassadors were already helpling to 
decorate for Shop With A Viking, they pulled a few 
strings to help add to the experience. They 
provided  a Chick-fil-a Breakfast that many kids 
adored. This was the first year the LHS was able to 
provide not only lunch, but also breakfast for both 
the parents and the kids participating.

All in all, sometimes the simplest acts of kindness 
can truly make a difference, and although the 
decorations weren?t extravagant, it showed how 
wonderfully a group of teens could come together 
and be great leaders for our school.   

Vik ing Am bassadors Get t ing Int o t he Chr ist m as Spir it
 Madison Whit eley, Managing Edit or

LHS basketball cheerleaders are what some 
may consider the ?backbone? of the basketball 
team. 

They are looking forward to a great year and 
they are anticipating for some of their star 
players returning for the basketball season.

?It?s been good and I?m looking forward to the 
football players coming back, so the team can 
be even better period?, Laila Richardson, junior.  

Since cheer camp this summer, the girls have 
had a lot of time to improve their skills and 
increase their bonds with each other. 

? ?  it?s been good so far, lots of improvement 
with everything as a whole?  ? 

LHS varsity basketball cheerleaders have been 
putting in great effort and attention to detail of 
their grand performance for the halftime show 
against our rivals, VHS, which will take place on 
January 15.

 Take it  St raight  t o t he Hoop!
 Heaven Manning, St af f  Wr it er



On Friday, December 13, 2019, the second remake 

of Black Christmas was premiered in theatres.

Originally produced and filmed in 1974, Black 

Christmas was released, and the first remake was 

released on Christmas of 2006. 

Based on the chilling story of college students who 

may not live to see the first day of Christmas 

break, Blumhouse, producers of many of The 

Purge series and Split, takes on the risky task of 

bringing forward a bold feminist piece.

Riley, played by Imogen Poots, best known for her 

role in 28 Weeks Later, plays the female lead and 

guides the remainder of her sorority to survival 

and safety. 

Members from the MKE sorority at Hawthorne 

University struggle to fight the forces of AKO 

fraternity in preparation for Christmas break. The 

AKO fraternity, possessed by the founder of 

Hawthorne University, Caleb Hawthorne, haunts 

and hunts the sisters of MKE. 

?The movie overall had a bold, and powerful 

femine theme. I think it showed a lot of the 

common problems I think a lot of college girls 

have to face,? junior, Lacey Ryder. 

The film brings forward several high school and 

college issues that many students are faced with 

today.

Since the plot of the movie is strongly highlighted 

by the feminist insights, the film is very obviously 

made for that specific audience. Although Black 

Christmas has been remade twice, both reboots 

still touch base with the original production.

Chr ist m as Slays
Shelby Ham m ack, St af f  Wr it er



Cult ural Holidays in Decem ber
Ashley Rice, St af f  Wr it er

Christmas is one of the busiest holidays in 
America, and with all the shopping, gift-wrapping 
and cookie-baking, we tend to overlook the other 
holidays that helped shape it.

One of these holidays is 
Hanukkah. Hanukkah, also 
referred to as Chanukah, is an 
eight-day celebration 
honoring the rededication of 
the Second Temple in 
Jerusalem when the Jews had 
risen against their oppressors 
during the Maccabean Revolt 
that takes place on December 
22, and ends on December 
30. During this celebration, a 
candelabrum with nine 
branches called a menorah is 
lit each night until all nine candles are lit on the 
final day of the festival.

Another holiday is Kwanzaa. Kwanzaa is typically 
celebrated in a good majority of African-American 
culture as a way to honor African heritage. The 

celebration starts on December 26 and is about a 
week long, ending on January 1 with a giant feast 
and gift-giving.

Last, but definitely not least, is 
Boxing Day. The name might seem 
deceiving, but the day isn?t actually 
about boxing. The holiday has 
been speculated to date as far 
back as the 1830s, when British 
tradesmen would collect 
?Christmas boxes? that contained 
money or presents as thanks for 
their good service throughout the 
year. Boxing Day is also celebrated 
on December 26, but unlike the 
others, it is not a big celebration or 
week-long festival.

Whilst Christmas is the more mass-celebrated 
holiday, these other holidays should be recognized 
and known so more people know of the traditions 
people celebrate worldwide, no matter whether 
you?re Christian, atheist, Muslim, or Jewish.

To Tell or  Not  To Tell
Cj Maine, St af f  Wr it er  

I was 10 years old 
when I found out 
that Santa wasn?t 
real, I heard those 
words while the 
lump in my throat 
grew bigger. I 
couldn?t fight back 
the tears, unsure of 
whether it was 
knowing my parents 
had lied to me or 
hearing that the 
man I looked to 
visited more than 
any other person 
never existed in the 

first place.

In order to keep their spirits up, parents nowadays 
do not let Santa secret slip.

It comes to a time when children need to find out 
that Santa isn't real.

Although when parents don?t tell their children that 
Santa isn?t real, it kills their belief in him. It makes it 
hard for the parents because it makes them look 
like the bad guy. 

¨ I found out that Santa wasn't real at the age of six 
years old ?, Stormey Bunte, Sophomore.

Children find out that Santa is not real very easily, 
because usually sometimes parents will be talking 
about and they aren't aware that their child is 
listening in.

¨ I told my kids at 11 years old that Santa isn't real 
because they were becoming young adults and 
they needed to act their age ?, Mrs, Drois.

At the age of 11, children are beginning to mature, 
so they need to learn to act like young adults and 
not like a kid anymore.

Parents do not need to wait around until their 
children found out that they have been lied to 
since birth. Parents need to tell them when they 
are ready to know. 



On November 12, 2019, Disney plus released to 
the world with its large variety of movies and TV 
shows from Disney Channel. Disney Plus has 
gained a total of 22 millions downloads in the 
short month that it has been out. The platform 
includes Disney Plus exclusives, such as the 
highly acclaimed Star Wars TV show ?The 
Mandalorian.? Disney Plus, being a family 
oriented program, does not have any R-rated 
films or anything meant for mature audiences. 

 ?The Mandalorian? is a Star Wars TV show 
based around the main character, a bounty 
hunter a part of the Bounty Hunters Guild. The 
only name given to the main character is 
?Mando? due to the fact that he is a 
Mandalorian, some of the deadliest warriors in 
the entire galaxy. Mando takes a job and finds 
The Child, a 50 year old creature that resembles 

Yoda. Even though The Child is 50 years old, he 
still resembles a toddler due to his race and 
how they age. Mando decides to keep The Child 
and is hunted by the Bounty Hunters Guild, 
protecting The Child with his life. The episodes 
come out weekly, now on episode 6. 

 Disney Plus continues to come with new 
releases frequently and will never fail to amaze 
fans with its simplicity and amazing shows and 
movies. Disney Plus seems to be going strong 
with no clear signs of slowing down on 
downloads. Giving fans the ability to watch all 
their favorite Disney shows with one app seems 
to make everyone happy with the way it works. 
Go check out Disney Plus and The Mandalorian 
when given the chance. Disney will never fail to 
amaze the fans and coming out with amazingly 
detailed TV shows and movies.

Disney Plus has t aken t he wor ld by st orm

Jar ret t  Wysong, St af f  Wr it er

Bat t le t o At lant a
 Jenni McCall, St af f  Wr it er

The Lowndes Highschool football team started 
the playoff games on Nov 26, 2019 and made it 
all the way through to the final round on Dec 6, 
2019. The two teams that gave Lowndes the 
most competition was Grayson and North 
Gwinnett.

Lowndes played Grayson for the 3rd round of 
the playoff games on Nov 29, 2019 winning 28 
to 20. Lowndes also played North Gwinnett in 
the semi-finals winning 49 to 28. The team 
loves competition, and has a strong 
brotherhood.

?One of the best games was against Grayson. 
The score was 28 to 0 at the one yard line from 

the goal line.? Leon Williams, Junior.

? The score was 28-0 at the one yard line from 
the goal line.? ? We stopped them for the game 
win.? Says Williams.

Even though the team did not win state, they 
still played their hearts winning all season long.

? I knew the boys could do it, and I?m very proud 
of them. They just need to play the game and 
do what they were thought.? Coach McPherson

The team still played their hearts out and didn?t 
lose a game all season, making the 2019 
season one to remember.



You are your friend?s therapist. You cheer them up 
so easily, and making them feel better makes you 
feel better in return. You love them so much that 
you tend to their problems before your own. The 
next thing you know, you are pushing your 
troubles to the back of your mind. Surely if you can 
get to see your friend smile again, your problems 
will go away. 

Soon, comforting your friend becomes more 
difficult. Each new problem seems like more of a 
daunting obstacle than the last. You almost feel 
like you?re losing your touch. You are trying your 
hardest to lift everyone?s spirits, but yours are 
sinking so low that it?s become impossible to 
ignore. You?re pouring from an empty cup, and 
eventually the day comes when you can?t 
materialize a single drop to give anyone else. No 
matter how hard you try, you can?t make your 
friend smile. You can?t be their therapist, because 

you were never meant to be in the first place. 

You can?t figure out where you went wrong. Maybe 
if you had gotten help for yourself, you wouldn?t 
have fallen so low. Maybe if you had buried your 
issues for just a litt le longer, you wouldn?t have 
had to stop caring for your friend. Either way, you 
blame yourself. You were your friend?s therapist, 
the only thing that could help them, but now you 
can?t even help yourself. 

You lose sight of what mistake to blame. You are 
trapped in a rift, thinking you should have gotten 
help or you should have kept going. No matter 
what, you can?t be the therapist for your friend 
anymore. They remain sad, and continue to drift 
further past the point of no return. You follow their 
lead, you poured everything out of your cup trying 
to save them. You poured everything out, and left 
nothing for yourself.

Pour ing From  An Em pt y Cup
By Kelly Coker , St af f  Wr it er

On December 7th, the Lowndes Highschool vex 
robotics team went to Irwin county to compete in 
the state qualifiers. 

The overall team consisted of Jerry Lindsey, Amelia 
McGuire, Brandon Carvajal, Aeryn Cronin, Jacob 
Zeigler, Caleb Whatley, Gavin McGuire, Isaiah 
Gentry, Tyler LaFreniere, Landon Simpson, 
Camden Humphrey, and Chance Cigola. State 
finals participating team consisted of Gavin 
McGuire, Camden Humphrey, and Isaiah Gentry. 
The coach was Matt North, Robotics and 
Technology teacher.

Isaiah Gentry, Freshman said, ?It took about a 
month to build, more or less.?

?The basis of the competition is for your bot to 
stack a tower of blocks, move items to designated 
zones, and move in certain patterns while fulfilling 
size, speed, and design requirements,'' said Matt 
North, Robotics Teacher.

The team was able to bring home a win in the 
Tournament Champion division, Tournament 
runner up, Skills-Award, and Judge award, 
qualifying them for State finals.

Robot ics Club Vict ory
Byline:Lee Fairclot h, St af f  Wr it er
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